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ions were so firmly rooted that even the near approach of death could 
not make him waver, and who knew that his faith in eternal realities 
was soon to be changed into knowledge : " Now I leave off to speak 
any more to creatures, and turn my speech to Thee, O Lord ! Now I 
begin my intercourse with God, which shall never be broken off. — 
Farewell father and mother, friends and relations ! Farewell the 
world and all delights ! Farewell meat and drink ! Farewell sun, 
moon, and stars ! Welcome God and Father I Welcome sweet Lord 
Jesus, the Mediator of the New Covenant ! Welcome blessed Spirit 
of grace, God of all consolation ! Welcome glory ! Welcome eternal 
life! Welcome death!" The life of such a man well deserves the' 
praise which Mr. Dodds bestows on it. Yet it affords only a single 
illustration of a type of character common among the Covenanters of 
that age. 

7. — My Own Life and Times. 1741 - 1814. By Thomas Somer- 
ville, D. D., Minister of Jedburgh, and one of his Majesty's Chap- 
lains in Ordinary. Edinburgh: Edmonston and Douglas. 1861. 
Small 8vo. pp. xvii and 397. 

The publication of this volume at the present time is probably owing 
to the popularity acquired by the Autobiography of the author's country- 
man, Dr. Alexander Carlyle ; but the two books bear little resemblance 
to each other, and the characters of the writers are not less dissimilar. 
Dr. Carlyle's book is the more lively and entertaining of the two, and 
is richer in anecdote ; but Dr. Somerville's memoir is as trustworthy 
in its details, and gives a much more pleasing view of the life of a' 
Scotch clergyman in the last century than does that of the pleasure- 
seeking minister of Inveresk. Dr. Somerville was born on the 26th of 
February, 1741, Old Style, was educated at the University of Edin- 
burgh, was settled as minister of Jedburgh about 1773 or 1774, and. 
died there on the 16th of May, 1830. He was a man of ability, and 
is well known as the author of two historical works of considerable 
reputation for impartiality of tone and elegance of style, one entitled 
'• History of Political Transactions and of Parties, from the Restoration 
of King Charles II. to the Death of King William," and the other a 
continuation of the same work, on a somewhat enlarged scale, through 
the reign of Queen Anne. His books show him to have been a man of 
extensive information, of liberal views on many subjects, but also of 
very decided opinions on almost every topic which he discussed. Most 
of his life was spent in the discharge of his parochial duties, or as a 
member of the General Assembly of the Established Church of Scot- 
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land ; and he has given some interesting sketches of his college in- 
structors and of his clerical brethren of later years, — Dr. Webster, the 
oracle of the moderate party, Robertson, the historian, Campbell, author 
of "The Philosophy of Rhetoric," Witherspoon, afterward President of 
the College at Princeton, New Jersey, and others of lesser note. He 
went to London several times, and was personally acquainted with 
Sir Gilbert Elliot, Burke, Fox, Lord Macartney, Archdeacon Coxe, 
and other distinguished politicians and writers, and he was present at 
several important debates in Parliament. The most useful and attrac- 
tive chapter in his volume is devoted to a sketch of the social condition 
of Scotland in the early part of his life, which even now is full of interest, 
and will be of inestimable worth to the future historian. Every chap- 
ter, however, gives evidence of a clear-headed and upright man, and 
no one can read the volume without a feeling of respect for its author. 
His closing words show at once the vigor of his constitution, and the 
spirit in which his book is written. 

" I am now," he writes, " while closing these memoirs, advancing in the 
seventy-fourth year of my age, and the forty-ninth of my ministry. I have 
never, since I recollect, been confined a single day to my bed by indispo- 
sition, except in consequence of the accident of a fall from my horse above 
forty-eight years ago. I have not, perhaps, been more than once or twice 
disabled for the performance of my public duty every Sabbath-day, except 
during my recent confinement occasioned by the rupture of the Undo Achittis. 
Though infirmities begin to besiege me, they are slighter than those which are 
incident to the generality of persons at my advanced age, which, under the 
blessing of Providence, I ascribe to my habitual temperance and regularity in 
exercise. Manifold, indeed, to me, have been the bounties of Providence. 
May I be thankful for them ; and may the large experience I have had of the 
Divine goodness confirm my trust, and encourage my hope in God ! " 



8. — The Recreations of a Country Parson. Second Series. Boston: 
Ticknor and Fields. 1861. 16mo. pp. 430. 

Evert one who is familiar with "The Recreations of a Country 
Parson " will be glad to see a Second Series of those delightful essays, 
and will recognize with pleasure in it the same genial temper and 
healthful views which made the previous volume so popular. The 
new collection comprises thirteen essays similar in form and purpose 
to those in the first series. They include, however, a wider range of 
topics, and some of them have been written since the author exchanged 
his country parsonage for a city rectory, and consequently under the 
inspiration of new scenes, and with a much wider experience. This 



